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B279/35/21/2025
CIRCULAR NO. 21 OF 2025

25" July, 2025

TO: ALL LICENSED PHARMACIES, WHOLESALERS, PUBLIC AND PRIVATE
CLINICS AND HOSPITALS, AND CONSUMERS

RE: ALERT ON FALSIFIED CLOXACILLIN 250MG CAPSULES DISTRIBUTED BY
UNAUTHORISED SOURCES

The Medicines Control Authority of Zimbabwe (MCAZ) has identified falsified Cloxacillin
250mg capsules presented to pass off as a product manufactured by Varichem Pharmaceuticals
(Pvt) Ltd., circulating in the market through unauthorised sources. One of the sources has been
identified as Gartas Investments. This falsified product poses a significant threat to public health
due to the potential for lack of efficacy, harmful components, and the risk of treatment failure in
the treatment of bacterial diseases, leading to antimicrobial resistance (AMR).

The Authority would like to draw the attention of all licensed pharmacies, wholesalers, public and
private clinics and hospitals that they should quarantine any units of the falsified Cloxacillin
250mg capsules. Thereafter, these quarantined units must be submitted to the Authority for
disposal by the 1% of August, 2025. The general public who might have purchased the same
falsified Cloxacillin is advised to return the product to the pharmacy where they obtained the
medicine.

We have attached pictures on the next page on how to detect the falsified Cloxacillin.

Yours faithfully
MEDICINES CONTROLAUTHORITY OF ZIMBABWE

.............................................

N RUKWATA/(Mr)
DIRECTOR-GENERAL
fem

Medicines Control Authority of Zimbabwe (MCAZ)



HOW TO DETECT:

FALSIFIED CLOXACILLIN

REGISTERED CLOXACILLIN

il

The falsified Cloxacillin has sharp corners
and the colour on the labels is brown.

Varichem label has rounded corners and the
colour on the labels is orange.

The capsules are unmarked.

The capsules are marked “V-CLOX 2507

The containers contain a cotton wool plug to
maximise headspace.

The containers are sealed with aluminum
foil.






